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Description 

Golden Valley Aggregate Pit – Report from staff on the Golden Valley Aggregate Pit including 
(1) a summary of the process for reviewing and amending conditions of approval associated
with aggregate special use permits; (2) correspondence with the owner/operator regarding
issues of concern; and (3) next steps. Receipt of the report may include questions for further
information from Planning Commission members about the report.
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Washoe County Code Requirements 

Aggregate facilities in Washoe County are governed by several sections of code as well as any 
conditions of approval associated with special use permits. 

Article 332, Aggregate Facilities (Attachment A), of the Washoe County Development Code 
addresses aggregate facilities, specifically requiring the granting of a special use permit for 
open market aggregate facilities to operate in Washoe County. Article 332 defines operation 
requirements, review considerations, and the responsibilities of owners and operators. Article 
332 also addresses noncompliance with special use permit conditions and the process for 
periodic review and possible modification of conditions of approval. 

Interpretation 14-2 Periodic Review of Conditions for Aggregate Facilities (Attachment B) of the 
Development Code was adopted on November 10, 2014 to provide clarity concerning both the 
process and authority for the review of conditions of approval for aggregate facility special use 
permits. (A Development Code amendment in 2008 failed to capture and codify the intention of 
the Planning Commission in streamlining the review of conditions of approval for aggregate 
facilities.) Periodic reviews are typically conducted every five years and are the opportunity in 
the process for the approving body (Planning Commission or Board of Adjustment) to add, 
remove, or modify existing conditions of approval. 

Conditions of approval for a special use permit govern the daily operation requirements of 
aggregate pits as well as the requirements for maintaining business licenses, required permits, 
plans and studies. Yearly compliance reports submitted by the owner/operator are a typical 
condition of approval for an aggregate facility special use permit. Required bond amounts are 
also typically included in the conditions of approval for aggregate facility special use permits. 
Section 110.332.10 of the Development Code states the Washoe County Engineer shall review 
the financial assurance as necessary, or at least every three (3) years, and adjust its amount as 
deemed appropriate by the Washoe County Engineering Division. 

Compliance History for Golden Valley Aggregate Pit 

The Action Order approving Special Use Permit Case No. SW01-015 (A&K Earth Movers) was 
issued April 3, 2002, and included 23 conditions (Attachment C). A&K Earth Movers have 
demonstrated compliance with their conditions of approval by submitting annual status reports 
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for Special Use Permit SW01-015. They are also in compliance with the required financial 
assurances. 

As required by the Development Code, staff completed 5-year periodic reviews of Special Use 
Permit SW01-015 in 2007 and in 2012: 

• August  14,  2007  –  Action  Order  issued  recommending  modification  to  the  original
conditions of approval by adding a condition revising the bonding amount for the existing
disturbed area.

• October 2, 2012 – Planning Commission accepted the 5-year SUP Review Report from
staff on its Consent Agenda with a recommendation that there be no changes to the
existing conditions of approval. There were no comments recorded in the meeting
minutes.

The next periodic review for Special Use Permit SW01-015 is due to be completed by staff on or 
before April 1, 2017.  

Issues of Concern 

On November 10, 2015, staff wrote to A&K Earth Movers expressing the concerns of staff and 
Commissioner Edwards regarding Special Use Permit SW01-015 (Attachment D). A&K Earth 
Movers responded by email on November 17 (Attachment E). 

On November 20, staff requested a site visit in order to determine the proper bond amount for 
the property. Planning and Engineering staff conducted a site visit on December 2, 2015. 
(Attachment F shows photos of the aggregate facility during the site visit.) 

November 24, 2015 correspondence related to the site visit (Attachment G) describe A&K Earth 
Movers’ plans to update their mining and reclamation plan, including an estimate of the 
remaining pit life. On December 29, 2015, A&K Earth Movers provided an executive summary 
related to their mining and reclamation plan update (Attachment H).  

Next Steps 

As A&K Earth Movers works with their consultants to complete an update to their existing 
mining and reclamation plan, information will be provided to the Washoe County Engineering 
Division so adjustments to the financial assurances covering the pit can be assessed.  

The process for reviewing aggregate facilities and adding, modifying or deleting conditions of 
approval for Special Use Permit SW01-015 will take place during the next periodic review cycle 
which shall be completed by April 1, 2017.  
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xc: Bart Hiatt, President, A&K Earth Movers 
Reed Tolotti, Aggregates Manager, A&K Earth Movers 
Bill Whitney, Division Director, Planning & Development 
Bob Webb, Planning Manager, Planning & Development 
Alan Jones, Senior Licensed Engineer, Engineering & Capital Projects 
Lydia Peri, Engineer, Engineering & Capital Projects 
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CONDITIONS FOR  
SPECIAL USE PERMIT CASE NO. SW01-015 

A&K AGGREGATE PIT  
(As recommended by Department of Community Development  

as approved by the Planning Commission on April 2, 2002) 

***IMPORTANT—PLEASE READ*** 

Unless otherwise specified, all conditions must be met or financial assurances must be 
provided to satisfy the conditions prior to submittal for a building permit.  The agency 
responsible for determining compliance with a specific condition shall determine whether the 
condition must be fully completed or whether the applicant shall be offered the option of 
providing financial assurances.  All agreements, easements, or other documentation required 
by these conditions shall have a copy filed with the County Engineer and the Department of 
Community Development. 

Compliance with the conditions of this special use permit is the responsibility of the applicant, 
its successor in interest, and all owners, assignees, and occupants of the property and their 
successors in interest.  Failure to comply with any conditions imposed in the issuance of the 
special use permit may result in the institution of revocation procedures. 

Any operations conditions are subject to review by the Department of Community Development 
prior to the renewal of a business license each year.  Failure to adhere to the conditions may 
result in withholding renewal of the business license until conditions are complied with to the 
satisfaction of the Department of Community Development. 

Washoe County reserves the right to review and revise the conditions of this approval should it 
determine that a subsequent license or permit issued by Washoe County violates the intent of 
this approval. 

For the purposes of conditions imposed by Washoe County, “may” is permissive and “shall” or 
“must” is mandatory. 

GENERAL CONDITIONS 

1. The applicant shall demonstrate substantial conformance to the plans approved as part of 
this special use permit.  The Department of Community Development shall determine 
compliance with this condition. 

2. A copy of the Action Order stating conditional approval of this special use permit shall be 
attached to all applications for administrative permits issued by Washoe County. 

3. The applicant and any successors shall direct any potential purchaser/operator of the site 
and/or the special use permit to meet with the Department of Community Development to 
review conditions of approval prior to the final sale of the site and/or the special use 
permit.  Any subsequent purchaser/operator of the site and/or the special use permit shall 
notify the Department of Community Development of the name, address, telephone 
number, and contact person of the new purchaser/operator within 30 days of the final 
sale. 

4. Should any prehistoric or historic remains/artifacts be discovered during site 
development, work shall temporarily be halted at the specific site and the State Historic 
Preservation Office of the Department of Museums, Library and Arts, shall be notified to 
record and photograph the site.  The period of temporary delay shall be limited to a 
maximum of two (2) working days from the date of notification. 
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5. During the period of operation, the owner and/or operator shall notify the Department of 
Community Development of seasonal or permanent shutdown occurrences. 

6. Applicant shall in no way increase drainage and/or runoff water to or from any adjacent 
property.  

7. During the period of operation, the owner and/or operator shall provide adequate on-site 
dust control in the pit area, on haul roads and for any material processing to the 
satisfaction of the District Health Department.  Applicant shall submit a copy of the air 
quality operations permit to the Community Development Department. 

8. During the period of operation, all loads of material exiting the site shall be tarped or 
treated for dust or loose material, to the satisfaction of the District Health Department and 
Nevada Department of Transportation. 

9. If the operation should cease for a period of twelve (12) months, the special use permit 
shall become null and void.  The applicant will be required to file a new application with 
the Department of Community Development for appropriate review and approval. 

10. Applicant shall ensure that any financial assurances required by the provisions of the 
special use permit are maintained for the life of the project to the satisfaction of the 
Engineering Division.  Should transfer of the site or the special use permit occur without 
the continuation of the financial assurances, the special use permit shall become null and 
void. 

11. Applicant shall submit a yearly compliance report as required in Section 332.30 of the 
Development Code.  In this report the applicant shall detail how they have complied with 
each condition of the special use permit.  If not in compliance with a particular condition, 
applicant shall detail how compliance will be reached together with a fixed timeline to 
reach compliance.  Failure to comply with any of the conditions of approval shall be 
considered a violation of the Development Code and subject to the provisions of Article 
910, Enforcement, of the Development Code and may result in the institution of 
revocation procedures by the Board of County Commissioners. 

12. The Planning Commission shall review the conditions of approval at least every five (5) 
years from the initial special use permit approval date to ensure that the conditions of 
approval adequately provide for compatibility between aggregate operations and 
surrounding land uses.  This review shall conform to the requirements of Section 
332.40(a) of the Washoe County Development Code. 

13. Exported materials shall not be sold without the proper business license.  The 
Community Development Department shall determine compliance with this condition. 

14. Hours of operation shall be from 6:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M. on weekdays, exclusive of 
holidays.  Hours may be extended or modified on a case-by-case basis, and upon written 
notice to and approval by the Department of Community Development. 

15. In the event blasting becomes necessary, applicant shall notify the Department of 
Community Development, the County Engineer, and the Reno Fire Department at least 
two weeks prior to the occurrence.  Applicant shall notify all property owners within 1000 
feet of the pit at least one week in advance of the occurrence, stating the day and time 
blasting will take place.  Blasting shall occur only during the weekdays between the hours 
of 10:00 am and 3:00 pm., holidays excluded. 

16. Sound emissions, as measured from the closest property line external to the project, from 
any source or operations on the property shall not exceed any of the following noise 
levels.  Noise levels shall be measured as A-weighted sound pressure levels, using fast 
response setting on a Type I or a Type 2 sound level meter: 
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A. 65 dB leq(10)
 during the hours of 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

B. 55 dB leq(10)
 during the hours of 7:01 p.m. to 6:59 a.m. 

C. 120 dB instantaneous peak measures at any time. 

 Upon verifiable unresolved complaint from surrounding property owner(s) of 
excessive noise, Washoe County may secure the services of a qualified noise 
consultant.  The applicant shall be responsible for reimbursing the County for all 
costs incurred in the completion of two 24-hour monitoring of the operation to 
assure compliance with noise standards.  If improvements or changes in operation 
are needed to assure compliance, the applicant shall implement the necessary 
measures.  The Department of Community Development shall determine 
compliance with this condition. 

 Construction noise and on-going operational noise associated with the project shall 
meet all noise standards of the Development Code.  Upon unresolved complaint 
from surrounding property owner(s) of excessive noise, Washoe County may 
secure the services of a qualified noise consultant.  The applicant shall be obligated 
to compensate the County for all costs incurred to complete two 24-hour monitoring 
of the operation to assure compliance with noise standards.  Failure to compensate 
the county within 30 days of presentation of the contract fee shall render the special 
use permit null and void.   

 Should the noise monitoring report substantiate non-compliance with noise 
standards, within one (1) week, the applicant shall secure the services of a qualified 
noise consultant to promptly prepare a noise attenuation plan for submittal to the 
Department of Community Development.  Upon approval of the submittal by 
Department of Community Development staff, the plan shall be immediately 
implemented and continuing monitoring shall be established.  All cost incurred shall 
be funded by the applicant to ensure compliance with noise standards. 

17. Under no circumstances shall excavation occur on land that is closer than 250 feet from 
the west property line along Wigwam Way. 

Engineering 

18. The following conditions shall be completed to the satisfaction of the County Engineer: 

A.  A complete mining and reclamation plan shall be submitted to the Engineering 
Division for review and approval.  (The information submitted in the special use 
permit application may be used.) 

B. The developer shall obtain from the Nevada Division of Environmental Protection a 
Storm Water Discharge Permit for Mining and submit a copy to the Engineering 
Division when available. 

C. A mining and restoration bond shall be provided to the Engineering Division prior to 
any grading.  The amount shall be as detailed in the SUP application. 

D. All disturbed areas shall be reclaimed in accordance with the approved mining and 
reclamation plan. 

E. Provide recorded documentation of access to the site that favors the applicant to 
the satisfaction of the County Engineer. 

F. The proposed Traffic Haul Route Plan shall be submitted to the Engineering 
Division for review and approval.  Any existing or proposed roads that will be used 
as haul routes and are not designated truck routes must be evaluated by a 
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geotechnical study to determine the existing structural section and its load capacity.  
If the pavement section is inadequate to support the proposed construction 
loadings, the roadway must be redesigned or reconstructed as needed to provide a 
20-year design life in accordance with the AASHTO Interim Guide for Flexible 
Pavement. 

G. The residential streets of Wigwam Way, Indian Drive and Estates Drive and 
Running Bear Drive shall never be used as haul routes for the mining operations. 

H. A detailed hydrology/hydraulic report prepared by a registered engineer shall be 
submitted to the Engineering Division for review and approval.  The information 
submitted in the SUP application may be used. 

I. The amount of the mining and restoration bond shall be revised to provide bonding 
at $1,500/AC for the existing disturbed area and the area proposed to be disturbed 
within the next 5 years.  The bond shall be reviewed and approved by the County 
Engineer. 

Nevada Division of Environmental Protection 

19. The project will require a storm water permit from the Bureau of Water Pollution Control.  
A copy of this permit shall be submitted to the Department of Community Development 
and to the Engineering Division. 

Reclamation Landscaping 

20. Applicant shall provide and maintain an undulating berm buffers along the north and west 
sides of the property as required by the Department of Community Development to 
mitigate sight and sound from nearby residences.  These berms shall be 
reseed/replanted as part of the reclamation of the pit, and shall occur when activity on the 
west side of the pit is completed.  The Department of Community Development shall 
determine compliance with this provision.   

21. It will be the applicant’s responsibility to import suitable growth medium to the site for use 
in reclamation if existing stockpiles do not provide sufficient depth for the reestablishment 
of vegetation. 

22. In all phases of reclamation, applicant shall use a seed mix and manner of application 
that is recommended and approved by the Washoe-Storey Conservation District. 
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Robb, Lora R

From: Lisa Dayton <ldayton@akearthmovers.com>
Sent: Tuesday, November 17, 2015 4:32 PM
To: Robb, Lora R; Whitney, Bill
Cc: Bart Hiatt; Reed Tolotti; Bob  Bennett
Subject: 2014 Annual Report

Attached please find A & K Earth Movers 2014 Annual Report. 
Our records indicate that this was mailed on June 1, 2015, please accept our apologies for any inconvenience this may 
have caused. 
Sincerely, 

Lisa Dayton 
Aggregates Administrator 
A & K Earth Movers, Inc. 
PO Box 1059 
Fallon, NV  89407-1059 
(775) 423-6085 
(775) 997-7229 Direct 
(775) 423-8410 Fax 

 
www.akearthmovers.com 

Notice:  The information contained in this message may be privileged or confidential and is protected from disclosure. If 
you are not the intended recipient, or an employee or agent responsible for delivering this message to the intended 
recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly 
prohibited. If you receive this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by replying to this message. Please 
destroy any hard copies and delete this message from your computer.  
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Robb, Lora R

From: Robb, Lora R
Sent: Tuesday, November 24, 2015 4:41 PM
To: Bart Hiatt; Lisa Dayton
Cc: Reed Tolotti; Bob  Bennett; Whitney, Bill; Jones, Alan; Peri, Lydia; Kevin Atkins; Mike Hiatt; 

Marlene Black
Subject: RE: 2014 Annual Report - with attachment

Hi Mr. Hiatt, 
 
Thank you very much for the informative email – yes it is helpful. I was not aware of your plans to update the mining and 
reclamation plan so I appreciate you letting me know. 
 
Would it work to meet you at the pit on Wednesday, December 2 at 11:00 a.m.? We have some conflicts on our 
calendars here at the County that may not allow us to come out December 3 or 4. Another possibility is the afternoon of 
Monday, December 7 or anytime on Tuesday, December 8. 
 
Thanks again, 
Lora 
 

From: Bart Hiatt [mailto:bhiatt@akearthmovers.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 24, 2015 4:30 PM 
To: Robb, Lora R; Lisa Dayton 
Cc: Reed Tolotti; Bob Bennett; Whitney, Bill; Jones, Alan; Peri, Lydia; Kevin Atkins; Mike Hiatt; Marlene Black 
Subject: RE: 2014 Annual Report - with attachment 
 
Good afternoon Lora, 
 
Sorry for the delay in getting back to you I’ve had many changes going on in my aggregate  department the last 60 days 
or so and I’m a little behind. I can be available  next week Wednesday, Thursday, or Friday my preference would be in 
the mornings  or afternoon if possible. Give me some times and we can go from there. 
Let me share with everyone what’s gone on  thus far.  Prior to your letter of November 10th the last contact  I had 
regarding the pit was with Bill Whitney in late June. Bill put me with Roger Edwards, I sent him a topography of the 
original pit done in 2001 and mentioned to him that I was contracting  Tri‐State surveyors to do another flyover so we 
could work off current information to update the mining and reclamation plans . The flyover was done in in late July or 
early August. I met with Steve Moon with  Lumos and Associates and gave him the topography to develop a revised 
mining and reclamation plan. I expect to have something on that by mid‐December. I hope this information is helpful. 
 
Thanks, 
 
K. Bart Hiatt 
President  
A&K Earth Movers Inc. 
515 Windmill Drive 
Fallon, NV 89407 
 

From: Robb, Lora R [mailto:LRobb@washoecounty.us]  
Sent: Friday, November 20, 2015 9:41 AM 
To: Lisa Dayton 
Cc: Bart Hiatt; Reed Tolotti; Bob Bennett; Whitney, Bill; Jones, Alan; Peri, Lydia 
Subject: RE: 2014 Annual Report - with attachment 

GOLDEN VALLEY AGGREGATE PIT 
ATTACHMENT G



2

 
Good morning Lisa, 
 
I have been in contact with our Engineering Department about reviewing the financial assurances associated with the 
Golden Valley Aggregate Pit (as described in my letter dated November 10, 2015). 
 
We would like to arrange a site visit so the engineers can estimate what bond amount is needed. Can you help me 
schedule the visit? Next week is Thanksgiving so perhaps we could target the following week – the first week of 
December. Please let me know what works for your team. I don’t imagine we’d need any more than an hour of time to 
take a look. 
 
Thank you, 
Lora 
 

Lora R. Robb 
Water Management Planner | Washoe County Community Services Department 
lrobb@washoecounty.us | o 775.954.4636 | 1001 E. Ninth St., Bldg. A | PO Box 11130, Reno NV 89520 

           
Connect with us: cMail | Facebook | Twitter | http://www.washoecounty.us 
 

From: Lisa Dayton [mailto:ldayton@akearthmovers.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 17, 2015 5:33 PM 
To: Robb, Lora R; Whitney, Bill 
Cc: Bart Hiatt; Reed Tolotti; Bob Bennett 
Subject: RE: 2014 Annual Report - with attachment 
 
Lora, 
Thank you for bringing that to my attention. 
Here it is for your review. 
Thank you, 

Lisa Dayton 
Aggregates Administrator 
A & K Earth Movers, Inc. 
PO Box 1059 
Fallon, NV  89407-1059 
(775) 423-6085 
(775) 997-7229 Direct 
(775) 423-8410 Fax 

 
www.akearthmovers.com 

Notice:  The information contained in this message may be privileged or confidential and is protected from disclosure. If 
you are not the intended recipient, or an employee or agent responsible for delivering this message to the intended 
recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly 
prohibited. If you receive this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by replying to this message. Please 
destroy any hard copies and delete this message from your computer.  
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Robb, Lora R

From: Reed Tolotti <rtolotti@akearthmovers.com>
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 12:22 PM
To: Robb, Lora R
Cc: Bart Hiatt
Subject: Executive Summary for Golden Valley Pit Mining and Reclamation
Attachments: Golden_Valley_Pit_Mining_and_reclamation_plan.pdf

Lora, 
Attached, please find a summary of the current and proposed future mining and reclamation plans for the Golden Valley 
Pit.  This is meant to open the dialogue in advance of our 5 year review in 2017.  Please feel free to contact me with any 
questions or concerns.  I look forward to working with you.  Happy New Year! 
 

Reed Tolotti 
Aggregates Manager 
A & K Earth Movers, Inc. 
PO Box 1059 
Fallon, NV  89407-1059 
(775) 997-7224 Direct 
(775) 666-7828 Cell 
(775) 423-8410 Fax 

 
www.akearthmovers.com 

Notice:  The information contained in this message may be privileged or confidential and is protected from disclosure. If 
you are not the intended recipient, or an employee or agent responsible for delivering this message to the intended 
recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly 
prohibited. If you receive this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by replying to this message. Please 
destroy any hard copies and delete this message from your computer.  

 

GOLDEN VALLEY AGGREGATE PIT 
ATTACHMENT H



 

A&K Earthmovers 

Golden Valley Pit mining and reclamation plan 

Executive Summary 

 
Page 1 

 

  

Golden Valley Pit Executive Summary 

A&K Earthmovers has operated the Golden Valley aggregate pit since 2002 and this summary outlines 

the current and proposed future plans for the Golden Valley pit in advance of the 5-year review which is 

to take place in April 2017.  This summary includes both the mining and reclamation plans for the site. 

1.0 Current Mining Plan 

 

The current mining plan is to continue to mine the current pit floor down to the 5,170 ft. elevation.  

This plan yields 10-30 feet of mining depth from the current mining location in the south end of the 

pit, all the way to the north end of the current pit.  All mining is currently being done in accordance 

with the special use permits (SW01-015 and SW01-026).  The enclosed map shows the current pit 

and where mining is currently taking place. 

2.0 Future Mining Plan (Option A) 

 

Once the current pit floor has been mined to the 5,170 ft. elevation, material will begin to be mined 

from the area where the weigh scales currently sit.  The weigh scales will need to be relocated to an 

out of the way area.  The current haul road will also need to be moved.  The enclosed map shows 

the haul road moving to the east side of the pit while mining takes place on the western portion.  

Once all mineable material is taken from this area, mining activity will cease and any remaining 

reclamation will begin. In this plan, the material would last 4-6 years depending on material quality, 

demand of the market, etc. 

3.0 Future Mining Plan (Option B) 

 

In this option, the mining plan will be identical to that outlined in Option A, however, once the 

material is mined on the western portion where the weigh scales currently sit, mining activity will 
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move to the hill on the northeast side of the pit.  This portion of property is currently under the 

jurisdiction of the BLM.  For mining to occur in this area, the material will need to be drilled and 

blasted.  All drilling and blasting will be done in accordance with the guidelines stated in the special 

use permits.  In this plan, the material would last 6-15 years depending on material quality, demand 

of the market, etc. 

4.0 Reclamation Plan (For Option A) 

 

Once mining activity is completed in the Option A mining plan, the pit will be reclaimed in the 

following manner: 

- The southern portion of the current pit will be filled in to the 5,170 ft. level, as the current 

elevation is at or around 5,158 ft.  

- All applicable areas of the pit will be reclaimed to a 3:1 slope 

- All sloped areas will be reseeded according to the guidelines set in the special use permits 

- The areas where a 3:1 slope is not applicable (mainly the western and southeastern walls) 

will be left in their current state as 20’ high rock benches. 

5.0 Reclamation Plan (For Option B) 

 

The reclamation plan for the Option B mining plan will be identical to that of Option A.  In addition 

to this, the additional mining area on BLM property will be reclaimed in the following manner: 

- All applicable areas will be reclaimed to a 3:1 slope 

- All sloped areas will be reseeded according to the guidelines set in the special use permits 

- Any areas where a 3:1 slope is not applicable will be benched.  These areas will be subject to 

the hardness of the rock and the quality of the material. 
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- In this option, the available material would last anywhere from 6-15 years depending on 

material quality, demand of the market, etc. 

 

A&K earthmovers is willing to work with all involved parties to make sure the mining and reclamation 

plan is suitable for the pit and its nearby residents.   
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